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Because of the wider environmental impact

67%

48%

45%

26%

A fund that focuses on returns while also factoring in sustainability

A fund that has sustainability characteristics (e.g. a lower carbon footprint than a benchmark)

A fund whose explicit objective is to have a positive impact on people and/or the planet

A fund aimed at addressing a specific sustainability theme or issue

69%

Human resources 
management

59%

Climate

59%

The ability to choose 
investments aligned with my 
personal sustainability values

61%

Natural resources 
and biodiversity

Because of their societal principles
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38%

35%

Quality education

Health and wellness

Clean water and sanitation

Zero hunger

34%

No poverty

More awareness 
about sustainable 
investments

54%

Lack of transparency and 
reported data about the 
impact of investments

Lack of a clear, agreed 
definition of what a 

sustainable investment is

Performance concerns

Data/evidence that 
shows investing 
sustainably delivers 
better returns

45%

55% 54% 43%

The move toward 
sustainability 
gains steam
Investors in the U.S. say they are drawn to 
sustainable funds partly for environmental 
reasons. But when it comes to changing how 
companies behave, investors also want to 
exert influence on labor issues, such as how 
employees are treated.

Marketing Material

...though returns are the leading priority for U.S. investors who 
buy into sustainable funds

People in the U.S. believe that the environmental impact of sustainable funds is still 
their top feature...

Why people are attracted to sustainable funds

The types of sustainable funds that people in the U.S. would most like to invest in

People in the U.S. believe it is important to engage with 
companies on issues such as human resources management

The three most important issues U.S. investors want fund 
managers to engage with companies on

While people in the U.S. want their investments to help support quality 
education and health and wellness, their top priorities are specific social goals

The five top areas that people in the USA would like their investments to have an impact on

Greater transparency about the impact of 
sustainable investments would encourage 
more people in the U.S. to invest

The top three factors that people in the U.S. view as 
barriers to increasing their sustainable investments

People in the U.S. are seeking more 
personalization and education when it 
comes to sustainable investments

The top three factors that would encourage 
Americans to increase their sustainable investments

Schroders commissioned alan. agency and iResearch to conduct an independent online survey of 23,950 people (21,131 non-retired and 2,819 
retired) in 33 locations around the world between February 18 and April 7, 2022. This research defines “people” as those who will invest at 
least €10,000 (or the equivalent) in the next 12 months and who have made changes to their investments within the last 10 years. These 
individuals represent the views of people in each location included in the survey.

Important information:

This information is not an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell any financial instrument or to adopt any investment strategy. 
Information herein is believed to be reliable but we do not warrant its completeness or accuracy. Any data has been sourced by us and is 
provided without any warranties of any kind. It should be independently verified before further publication or use. Third-party data is owned 
or licenced by the data provider and may not be reproduced, extracted or used for any other purpose without the data provider’s consent. 
Neither we, nor the data provider, will have any liability in connection with the third-party data. The material is not intended to provide, and 
should not be relied on for accounting, legal or tax advice. Reliance should not be placed on any views or information in the material when 
taking individual investment and/or strategic decisions. No responsibility can be accepted for error of fact or opinion. Any references to 
securities, sectors, regions and/or countries are for illustrative purposes only. Schroders has expressed its own views and opinions in this 
document and these may change.

North America: This content is issued by Schroder Investment Management North America Inc., an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of 
Schroders Plc, 7 Bryant Park, New York NY 10018-3706. CRD Number 105820. Registered as an investment adviser with the SEC and 
Portfolio Manager in Canada, NRD Number 12130.


